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Synopsis

A¢a -A“Among the many rewards of America the Ingenious, Kevin BakerA¢a —4,¢s survey of
Yankee know-how, is stumbling on its buried nuggets. . . . Baker examines a wide range of the
achievements that have made, and still make, America great againA¢a -4 «and again.A¢a —Ae
A¢a -a sThe Wall Street Journal All made in America: The skyscraper and subway car. The
telephone and telegraph. The safety elevator and safety pin. Plus the microprocessor, amusement
park, MRI, supermarket, Pennsylvania rifle, and Tennessee Valley Authority. Not to mention the city
of Chicago or jazz or that magnificent Golden Gate Bridge. A A What is it about America that
makes it a nation of inventors, tinkerers, researchers, and adventurersA¢a -4 *obsessive pursuers
of the never-before-created? And, equally, what is it that makes America such a fertile place to
explore, discover, and launch the next big thing? A A In America the Ingenious, bestselling author
Kevin Baker brings his gift of storytelling and eye for historical detail to the grand, and grandly
entertaining, tale of American innovation. Here are the Edisons and Bells and Carnegies, and the
stories of how they followed their passions and changed our world. And also the less celebrated,
like Jacob Youphes and Loeb Strauss, two Jewish immigrants from Germany who transformed the
way at least half the world now dresses (hint: Levi Strauss). And Leo Fender, who couldnA¢a -4,¢t
play a note of music, midwifing rock A¢a -4,¢nA¢a -a,¢ roll through his solid-body electric guitar
and amplifier. And the many women who werenA¢a -4,¢t legally recognized as inventors, but who
created things to make their lives easier that we use every dayA¢a -4 “like Josephine Cochran,
inventor of the dishwasher, or Marion OA¢a -4,¢Brien Donovan, who invented a waterproof diaper
cover. Or a guy with the improbable name of Philo Farnsworth, who, with his invention of television,
upended communication as significantly as Gutenberg did. A A At a time when America struggles
with different visions of what it wants to be, America the Ingenious shows the extraordinary power of
what works: how immigration leads to innovation, what a strong government and strong public
education mean to a climate of positive practical change, and why taking the long view instead of
looking for short-term gain pays off many times over, not only for investors and inventors, but for the
rest of us whose lives are made better by the new. A A America and its nation of immigrants have
excelled at taking ideas from anywhere and transforming them into the startling, often unexpectedly

beautiful creations that have shaped our world. This is that story. A A
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Customer Reviews

"Kevin Baker, inspired master of the historical novel, celebrates AmericaA¢a -a,¢s moxie in this
kaleidoscopic canon of invention and innovation. By unpacking the provenance of eclectic novelties,
from the safety pin to the supermarket and the subway, Baker identifies the visionaries and values
that defined the American dream."A¢a -4 Sam Roberts,A A The New York Times A¢a -A“Among
the many rewards of America the Ingenious, Kevin BakerA¢a -4,¢s survey of Yankee know-how, is
stumbling on its buried nuggets. . . . Readers will unearth one or two such treasures on nearly every
page as Baker examines a wide range of the achievements that have made, and still make,
America great againA¢a -4 «and again.A¢a -A<A¢a -a <The Wall Street Journal A¢a -A“Historian
Kevin Baker reminds us of the innovation and tenacity that made our nation great in America the
Ingenious. . . .The book reveals little-known anecdotes and quirky stories of the eccentric and often
egotistical personalities behind the inventions. Leo Fender, known for the electric guitar,

couldnA¢a -4,¢t play a note of music. The creator of the safety pin, prolific inventor Walter Hunt,
sold his patent to cover a $15 gambling debt. . . . Baker includes nonphysical innovations such as
jazz and the blues along with other pieces of Americana: Levi StraussA¢a -4,¢ jeans, athletic
shoes, amusement parks and lavish movie palaces.A¢a —-A*A¢a -4 The Los Angeles Times

A¢a -A“Just as you canA¢a —4a,¢t eat only one potato chip, it would be impossible to stop with one
selection from America the Ingenious. . . . Thanks to BakerA¢a -4,¢s efficient and witty
commentary, the learning goes down easily and leaves the reader wanting more. . . . He casts a
wide net, somehow managing to work in such disparate subjects as the safety pin and the
Tennessee Valley authority.A¢a -A-A¢a —a sBookPage A A A¢a —A“From past to present to

future, discover the history of what Americans have made and what is on our horizon. . . . History



buffs and engineers will find America the Ingenious hard to put down.A¢a —A<A¢a -4 «Kirkus
Reviews A¢a -A“Kevin Baker has the storytelling ability of a novelist (which he is) and the historical
chops of a scholar (which he also is). America the Ingenious is, itself, ingeniousA¢a -a sboth
endlessly entertaining and thoroughly edifying.A¢a -A-A¢a -4 *Daniel Okrent, New York Times
bestselling author of Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition A¢a —A“From the electric guitar to
the farm combine, the safety pin to the Conestoga wagon, from Pampers to blue jeans and the
telegraph: Kevin BakerA¢a -4,¢s ingenious, eclectic, and breathtaking chronicle of American
invention reminds us of the daring, the love for experimentation, and the resilient optimism that is
America at its very bestA¢a -4 «a land of freedom, imagination, diversity, and grand-hearted
authors like Kevin Baker.A¢a -A*A¢a —a Brenda Wineapple, award-winning author of Ecstatic
Nation: Confidence, Crisis, and Compromise, 1848A¢4 —4a 021877 "From Kevin BakerA¢a -4a,¢s
typewriter emerges a past that is no longer about places and dates but a bunch of often hilarious
misfits stumbling through the most uncanny events and into fantastic stories that readers will be
forgiven for not immediately recognizing, through their laughter and tears, as profound American

history."A¢a -4 *Jack Hitt, author of Bunch of Amateurs: A Search for the American Character

Kevin Baker is a novelist, historian, and journalist whose books include Dreamland and the New
York Times bestseller Paradise Alley. He authored America: The Story of Us, the companion
volume to the groundbreaking A&E television show of the same name, and was the chief historical
researcher on The American Century by Harold Evans. Baker is a contributor to the New York
Times, the Washington Post, the Guardian, HarperA¢a -a,¢s Magazine, GQ, Newsweek, Politico,
the Huffington Post, and other leading publications, and has appeared as a television commentator
on the History channel, CNN, and The Colbert Report. Baker lives in New York with his wife, Ellen,

and their cat, Maisie.

Kevin Baker has a rare gift for combining the entertaining with the informative. He’s a master at
finding indelible details and presenting them with clarity and precision. In "America the Ingenious,"
he manages, just to give one example among many, to make the process of dry cleaning utterly
compelling. He begins by telling us how the Romans cleaned their togas. Bravo to Kevin Baker, for
this captivating and engrossing book. I'll be buying another copy for my son. | refuse to let my own

copy out the house.

| can’t resist saying this book is as ingenious as the men and women in it. Perfect pitch, with the



voice of a storyteller around the campfire, author Kevin Baker tells the story of American ingenuity
through nearly 80 fascinating vignettes. Each one tells an interesting story accompanied, like a
dessert, by a fascinating fact. My suggestion is to read one a day and share what you learned at
dinner. People will think you are the most interesting person at the table. You don’t have to tell them
it's because of Baker’s book. Well, actually you do because an honest celebration of our nation’s
ingenuity would have to include bringing praise to the remarkable Kevin Baker.Buy, read, and while

you are at it, give this book as a present.

This is a nice read for someone who enjoys non-fiction. It's easy to move around and read different
topics without going start to finish. I’'m thinking this is a good book to keep in the guest room so

company can read a bit here and there and not leave feeling they couldn’t finish a book.

A wonderful book with great stories about the things you never think about -- and the people who
did. Someone thought of supermarkets, dry cleaning, and the electric guitar. Here are stories about
all of those items and many others. I've given it as a gift and will probably do so again.(And | got one

for myself!)

This book has some great facts that are brought out, but the way it sometimes presents said facts
borders on the infantile. It is definitely recommended for school age (8-13 yrs old) children and

those looking to fill in their knowledge gaps.

Such an interesting book! Heard an interview with the author on one of the radio talk show, and so
many wonderful people many of us never knew about! Glad he wrote this book. Bought it for my

son, to read to our grandchildren.

| didnAfA¢A a -A a,¢t know that they never played polo in the Polo Grounds, or what keeps an
elevator from falling, or how many tries it took to lay the Transatlantic cable. | do now, thanks to the
marvelously entertaining AfA¢A a4 -A A“America the IngeniousAfA¢A a -A Ae by historian and
novelist Kevin Baker. The book is a collection of short essays about five dozen of

AmericaAfA¢A a -A a,¢s greatest inventions, from the safety pin and cotton gin to the artificial
pacemaker and the electric guitar. Baker is a smooth and engaging writer who can get to the
essence of how the ingenious inventions happened, why they are important and why we should

care. ltAfA¢A a -A a,¢s a must read for history buffs, entrepreneurs, tinkerers, artists, architects,



designers, technologists and simply anyone with a healthy curiosity.

This is a fun book. It would make a great book gift for the right sort of person. It consists of about 65
- 70 short (3-5 pages) chapters on individual inventions made in America. | loved the conciseness,
even more so because it doesn’t reduce the chapters to dull recitations of basic facts. The author
does an outstanding job of using just the interesting facts. A number of the chapters seemed to me
could serve as the basis for a film or a series on Netflix or HBO. Often | wanted to learn more about
the inventor after finishing a chapter.Two negatives: 1) For some reason, the illustrations are all
modern pen and ink, rather than historical photos or drawings. That made it prettier but at the cost
of historical information. 2) There are no notes to tell you what the sources were for what the author
wrote in any chapter. There is a two page bibliography but it is not congruent with the 65-70
chapters, About half of it relates only to New York public works. So follow up reading is not
facilitated. But most people probably won’t care very much about that and will enjoy the book on its

own.
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